It having been industriously reported that the above Gentleman 
is an Enemy to all Religious Persuasions, except the establish- 
ed Church, the following Speech of his, on the Trials of the Rioters 
for the Outrages committed on Dr. Priestley, and the Dissenters, dt 
Birmingham, in the Year 1791, copied from the Nottingham Jour- 
nal of the 3d of September in that year, will best refute such un- 
grateful Calumny. . N 


JOHN GREEN, JOHN CLIFTON, and BARTHOLEMFW FISHER, were indicted, 


* 


for that they, in the Company of Fifty others, on the 15thof Jux last, assembled unlawfully, 
tumultuously, riotously, and by force, began to demolish the Dwelling House of JOSEPH 
*PRIESTLEY, Docron or Laws, against the Statute, and against the King's Peace, 


MR. COKE (Member of pets in Nottingham) opened this Case; he said, that in the absence 
of Mr. NxwuAx, the leading Counsel for the Crown, it became his duty, as senior Barrister, to open the 
'circumstances of this Case. | Pow? ard 2. . SPC | 
® "There never was any occasion, he said, on which Government had acted more laudably, than in taking up 
the Prosecution of these Prisoners. Government had done it's duty in the very best manner, by bringing 
forward the best evidence against the persons charged with having acted in these disgraceful seenes, hav- 
ing done so, their task was at an ent; and if, after this, Juries Should acquit, it was not the fault of Go- 
verament. In this case, said he, © Government have done their duty, and you are now to do yours; for if, 
after the clearest evidence of the guilt af these men, you are determined at all events to acquit—if men are 
to be sacrificed to the fury of the vilest wretehes, for opinion—we hve in a Country that is not worth living 
in. If Doctor PrItsTLEY is to have his House pulled down, because the vilest of the rabble think him 
wrong in his opinion, he lives in a Country in which he is not safe for a moment; he ought to leave it im- 
mediately. DR. PrrEsTLEY is a man of learning, and of exemplary manners, and although in points of Re- 
ligion, or Political Opinions, I may, and certainly do, differ from him; yet had I been at Birmingham 
when his property was attacked, I would have lost my life in his gefence; and this sentiment I hold the more 
strongly, because I do differ from him. "Every man who loves the Constitution of this Country, ought al- 
ways to be careful not to give countenance to any sort of persecution, to any set of men whatever, be 
their Religious or Political Opinions what they may, particularly if they should think such opinions wrong; 
because it is the nature of persecution to increase the number of the perſecuted ; and therefore, as well wish- 
ers to the State, you should take care that you Ub not countenance these shameful excesses. What will the 
enlightened part of this Country—what will all Europe say, when they sce that in England, Riots and 
Persecutions are produced by the countenance of a Jury; for that Juries, after the clearest conviction of e- 
vidence, will yet acquit these guilty perpetrators. © . 2 
„J do not arraign your conduct yesterday, I do not say that any one was improperly acquited, but I call 
on you most solemnly, to reflect on the consequences, if it is to be understood that there is a general inclina- 
tion to protect and screen these wretches, remember, that Doctor PrIEsTLEY, an honest and honourable 
man, had his House pulled down because he is a DISSENTER. Would you wish to see a repitition of those 
foul proceedings? There will be another 147k of July, and if these desperate men are to escape punishment 
Dr. PriesTLEY will be burnt. —On the next 14½ of Futy, there may be other meetings to. celebrate the 
Anniversary of the French Revolution; there may be as good reasons for hercafter as before; and so there 
may for niany years to come. © Your children may be there, our grandchildren may be there, and if these 
scuncdlulous proceedings of burning houses be not checked, perhaps your own progeny may be consumed in 
the flames in the next century, and that for their opinions! I do not say I like-these meetings, I wish 
they were not to take place, but in England there is no power to prevent them. Englishmen have a right to 
dine where and when they please, and drink what sentiments they please, provided they do not act tumultu- 
ously. As Englishmen then, and as lovers of your Constitution, I trust you will do your duty. There are 
no twelve men now in England on whom all the world are looking with such attention and expectation as 
on vou at this moment. An alarm is spread. —I heard yesterday in the street, that you will not convict any 
one of these wretches.” Ek | | 0 
One of tie Jury said, © My Lord, I do not think that the Counsel is opening the Case as he ought to 


open it: What have we to do with what he heard in the street?! 4 
Ms. Bazox PerrgiN.—* Indeed I think that what the learned Counsel is now stating is very proper, 


4 


and that you ought to attend to him.“ 


One of the Jury again said —© I think his speech is a reflection on this Jury for what we did yesterday : 
J cannot help thinking so; I know the nature of my gath, and 1 am come here to do my duty.” 

MR. COKE provceeded—-* Gentlemen, it was an Hundred to one that I had the opportunity of addressing 
you, I said nothing that was disrespecttu to you: T told vou plainly that I found no fault with your verdict 
yesterday, but I stated to you abo a circumstance that, in my opinion, ought to weigh in the miuds of a . Jury 
disposed to. do Justice.“ BIT | BS "2847 | 

The same Juryman agam— © I did not take your words down, Sir, but I thought they reflected on us as a 
me” | | To . bY | | | 
MR. COKE—- “ Gentlemen, 'teflect, as I said before to you, on the horrid situation this Country is to be in, 
it men are to he persecuted for Religious or Political Opinions; what is to become of us if such desperate rut- 
ans are to plunder whom they please, under the pretence of saving the Chureh and State! If such men as 


Du. PurrzsTLEY are to be burnt, and such wretches as these, look at them, are to succeed, what do you gan 2 


by the change ? I must repeat to you that Government have done their duty, and the Public expect that 
You will do yours. I have no doubt but you will hear the evidence, and then say Guiliy or Not Guilty, as in 


your conscience you think it your function you ought, to do. 
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